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Leather:
Recognizing that China is the world’s largest

provider of leather and cotton products, it is
important to understand how their current
economic conditions impact our industry.
China’s economy grew at a published rate of
almost 10% in 2005.  Unofficial rates are
estimated much higher.  This rapid economic
growth is expected to continue in 2006 and
2007.  With this booming economic growth
come several challenges for the Chinese
economy; namely, inflation, infrastructure
constraints, skilled/unskilled labor shortages,
and higher overhead.  2005 also saw China bow
at least minimally to international pressure by
making a small adjustment to its currency peg.
Additionally, as China works to fulfill its World
Trade Organization commitments, the country
is revamping many of its social, labor and
environmental limitations.  So, what does this
mean to MCR Safety and our distributors? The
cost of doing business with China is rising.

In the leather market, new tax laws aimed at
improving environmental issues, particularly
with leather hide tanneries has created a
somewhat unstable position for leather hides.
Many Chinese tanneries, have stopped
importing raw hides and this is driving the
prices of wet blue hides significantly higher.
We do anticipate price increases during 2006
on cow splits and grain styles and urge you to
plan accordingly for any upcoming bids and
projections.  We will continue to monitor very
closely all factors that may have an impact on
your products and provide timely feedback and

market adjustments accordingly.

New Products:
Two full-feature, gunn pattern

leather palm styles have
been added to extend our

product offerings.  

13267L
is a select

shoulder with a white
canvas back and plasticized
canvas cuff. 
1500KL – We now have
three quality levels of side
leather gunn patterns
which are sewn with

Kevlar®.  Our newest addition, 1500KL, is our
most economical price point and an industrial
grade side, split leather. 

Cotton:
China continues to be a world leader in the

production of cotton and a leading supplier of
canvas products to the United States.  All of the
concerns addressed in our leather market
conditions also apply to our China cotton
suppliers.  The cotton market is stable for now.
The world cotton market is good with
production keeping up with demand.  We do
not expect to see the cost of raw material to go
up but we have several factors that could affect
the price in the near future.  The continued
increase in transportation cost, energy shortages
and increases, particularly in China, and labor
shortage in China could have an adverse effect
on cotton prices.  Ocean carriers continue to
increase our cost to bring containers into the
U.S.  

Supported/Unsupported:
Overview: 2006 brings increased demand

for petroleum and natural rubber.  This,
combined with political instability and low
production, has created an imbalance and low
supply of some of the raw materials required
for many supported and unsupported hand
protection styles.  Natural rubber prices are at
record highs.  The cost of a barrel of crude oil
has recently hit its highest point in history.
Transportation costs remain high.  Home
heating and the price at the pump are constant
reminders of the volatility of energy-related raw
materials.  These same raw materials are
impacting pricing on many dipped hand
protection styles.
Latex: The Rubber market has reached its
highest point in recent memory.  Right on the
heels of a period of weather-related low liquid
latex production, rubber trees have now entered
their seasonal dormancy.  Latex supplies are
very low and the latex market is unstable.  We
have already absorbed raw material increases
and are anticipating additional increases in the
coming months. Natural rubber prices are

expected to stay high due to a robust demand
that exceeds supply.

PVC/Vinyl: Crude oil prices are the
biggest influence on the cost of PVC.

With worldwide demand for oil
remaining very strong and political

instability in many major oil

producing regions, oil prices are continually
fluctuating, and all at the high end of the
pricing spectrum!  A potential price increase of
3-6% on many styles will likely go into effect
in the coming quarter.  Additional adjustments
in PVC hand protection pricing are possible in
the first half of 2006 due to continuing crude
oil fluctuations.
Neoprene: Largely made with petroleum-
based components, neoprene pricing is subject
to many of the same pricing influences as PVC.
Many neoprene styles have experienced
manufacturing increases of 5-7% in early 2006,
while other neoprene styles have remained
constant.  Raw material pricing is expected to
remain strong with price increases on many
neoprene products possible in the near term.
Nitrile: While previous raw material price
increases have been absorbed at the
manufacturing end, there is pressure to pass
along some of these changes.  Bulk nitrile,
largely comprised of petroleum-based
components, has increased in cost alongside
the increase in crude oil.  Though pricing has
remained consistent since early 2005,
adjustments are likely in 2006.
Butyl: Butyl pricing is remaining stable.  Raw
material related adjustments are not likely
through mid-year.

New Products:
5049 MedTech, powder free latex,
medical/exam grade, 12” length, 11 mil
thickness – This series has been classified by
Underwriters
Laboratory Inc. to
NFPA 1999, Standard
of Protective
Clothing for
Emergency
Medical
Operations, 2003
Edition.  Manufacturer
#20CY:  Issued by Underwriters
Laboratory.

String Knits:
With the economy remaining stable for the

first quarter of 2006, we don't anticipate any
raw material increases through the remainder of
the year.  Sales continue to be strong in the
string knit line. High Performance styles
(Kevlar®, Spectra, and Steelcore) continue to be
the largest growing category. Be sure to inquire
about our new 9351 series. This is a new style

added to our Steelcore line. It is a combination
of Spectra and Steelcore anti-microbial treated
yarn, gray in color to hide dirt.
New Products:
9351 Steelcore Gray – Our new Steelcore
Gray features 7-gauge stainless steel and
SpectraGuard™ construction with anti-microbial
treated yarn to promote
better hygiene in food
service applications.
This cut resistant,
reversible pattern is an
industry preferred gray
color for minimizing
appearance of soil and dirt.
Each glove is individually
packaged and sold separately, 12
each per carton.  Hem colors
designate assorted sizes from extra-
small through extra-large.

PROTECTIVE EYEWEAR
Market prices for raw materials have been

steady over the past few months. We do not
foresee any price changes over the next several
months.

New Products:
MCR Safety’s Klondike Plus® features a five-
position ratchet temple to compliment our top
selling Klondike series.  Eight lens options,
stylish matte
finish, and gel
nosepieces offer
an assortment of
fashionable and
functional
choices.
Available models:
KD310,
KD310AF,
KD312,
KD312AF,
KD313, KD314, KD319, KD319AF

Our popular Desperado™ series has now been
expanded to include a sleek metal frame.  Our

new Desperado™ Metal features the same lens
design, providing maximum coverage in a
lightweight
option.  Other
features
include a
resilient spring
hinge temple,
hybrid non-slip gel
temple sleeves, and
a soft secure gel
nose piece.  Lens
options include DS310 – Clear, DS312 – Grey,
DS319 – Indoor/Outdoor Clear Mirror, DS311R –
Fire, and DS3118B – Blue Diamond. For a
complete listing of all Desperado lens and frame
offerings, request sales literature “JBS”.   

Professional Grade protective eyewear is
now available.  Each style will be distinguished
with an innovative
feature.  Distributors
will have new sales
opportunities with
unique packaging
for showroom sales.
Each package
communicates features for our specific Pro Grade
styles.  Our initial Professional Grade eyewear
includes Rubicon, Tremor Metaflex, Tremor,
Triwear, and Triwear Metal.  See our national
advertising ISHN, OH, and OH&S promoting our
new “Gear the Pros Demand.”

This issue’s inside poster contains an image
of our presentation kit which is available for
sales presentations, showrooms, tradeshows,
and any other distributor promotional efforts.
Additional sales tools for promoting our Pro
Grade protective eyewear include:
• “Introduction Kit,” which contains a product 

sample in the new packaging, a promotional 
CD, and Pro Grade sales sheets as depicted on
this page (also available individually),

• Redesigned 7-slot acrylic display (ED7P),
• 36”x48” Pro Grade banner, and
• www.gearforpros.com informational web site.

Contact your MCR Safety Sales Manager for 
details on ordering your presentation kit or 
other accessories.

PROTECTIVE CLOTHING

SPECIAL SALES
LITERATURE INSERT: This
SAFETYLine issue contains
our new Rainwear Guide that

features all of our rainwear styles, materials and
construction. For additional literature or
information please contact Sales or Customer
Service at 800-955-6887 or order at
www.mcrsafety.com. Code for ordering
Rainwear Guide = JZG 

The cost of PVC has been volatile over the
past several months. Overall, the average costs
are about 3% higher than last year. We will not
have any pricing adjustments through the
winter months. We will review costs again in
the spring to determine if any pricing
adjustments are necessary.

New Products:
CL2MLP Luminator
High Visibility Safety Vest
- This Class II polyester
mesh safety vest is
available in both high
visibility lime and
orange colors.  Each
style features 3M reflective material with a 2”
silver stripe.  Additional features include
internal and external pockets plus a zipper
front closure.  Size offerings include Large
through X4.  CL2MOP = orange, CL2MLP =
lime.   

710J & 710PW Challenger - Our new
lightweight and durable jacket 710J
features a roll-up hood in an
attached zippered collar.  The pants
feature elastic waist, plain front,
and a reinforced crotch.  Both are
constructed with .18mm
nylon/PVC material with double
stitching and taped seams for
extra protection.  This is a
popular existing style in today’s
marketplace.  Jacket and pants
are sold separately in sizes
small through X3.
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